Serial No. 10/626,711 Docket No. LT-0029 

Preliminary Amendment 

Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Currendy Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a first reel engagement portion being configured to engage with a first reel : 

a second reel engagement portion being configured to engage with a second reel: 

a first brake with a first brake force T wherein the first brake is configured to be 

selectively coupled to the first reel engagement portion; [[and]] 

a second brake with a sec ond brake force , wherein the second brake is configured 

to be selectively coupled to the first reel engagement portionLand 

a third brake with a third brake force, wherein the third brake is configured to 

selectively couple to the second reel engagement portion, wherein the sum of the first brake 

force and the second brake force is g reater than the third brake force . 

2. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first reel engagement portion is 
configured to engage with a take-up reel. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of claim 2, wherein the take-up reel is a reel of a cassette. 
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4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the cassette is a videocassette. 



5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[5]]1, wherein: 
the first reel is a take-up reel; and 

the second reel is a supply reel. 



7. (Currendy Amended) The apparatus of claim [[5]]I, wherein the first brake and 
the second brake are configured to both selectively couple to the first reel if more media is on 
the first reel than the second reel. 



8. (Original) The apparatus of claim 7, wherein the first brake and the second brake 
are configured to selectively couple to the first reel at substantially the same time. 

9. (Currently Amended) The apparatus of claim [[5]]1, wherein only one of the first 
brake and the second brake is configured to selectively couple to the first reel if more media is 
on the second reel than the first reel. 



10-11. (Cancelled) 
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12. (Currendy Amended) The apparatus of claim [[1 1]]1, wherein: 

the selective coupling of the first brake and the first reel engagement portion 
exerts a first friction force; 

the selective coupling of the second brake and the first reel engagement portion 
exerts a second friction force; and 

the selective coupling of the third brake and the second reel engagement portion 
exerts a third friction force [[, and]] 

the oum of the fir3t friction force and the 3ccond friction force i3 greater than 
the third friction force . 

13. (Original) The apparatus of claim 1, wherein: 

the selective coupling of the first brake and the first reel engagement portion 
exerts a first friction force; 

the selective coupling of the second brake and the first reel engagement portion 
exerts a second friction force; and 

the first friction force is greater than the second friction force. 

1 4. (Original) The apparatus of claim 13, wherein only the first brake is configured to 
selectively couple to the first reel if more media is on the second reel than the first reel. 
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15. (Original) The apparatus of claim 11, wherein: 
the first brake is driven by a first cam; 
the second brake is driven by a second cam; 
the third brake is driven by a third cam; and 

the first cam, the second cam, and the third cam are rigidly attached. 



16. (Original) A method comprising: 

detecting an amount of media on a first reel and a second.reel; 
selectively applying at least one of a first brake and a second brake to a first reel 
according to the detected amount of media on the first reel and the second reel. 



17. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the selectively applying comprises 
applying both the first brake and the second brake to the first reel if more media is detected on 
the first reel than the second reel. 



18. (Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the selectively applying comprising 
applying only the first brake to the first reel if more media is detected on the second reel than the 
first reel. 



19. 



(Original) The method of claim 16, wherein the media is tape. 
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20. (Original) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the friction force of the first brake is 
greater than the friction force of the second brake. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 1 6, comprising selectively applying a third brake 
to the second reel, wherein the sum of the friction force of the first brake and the friction force 
of the second brake is greater than the friction force of the third brake. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Currendy Amended) A reel brake mechanism in a magnetic tape recording 
and/ or reproducing apparatus for running a tape by a driving force of a driving source, in which 
a tape cassette containing the tape is mounted on a supply reel and a take-up reel installed on a 
main chassis, said reel brake mechanism comprising: 

a supply reel brake unit for applying a braking force to the supply reel and 
controlling a rotational speed of the supply reel; 

a spring lever for selectively changing an elastic force applied to the supply reel 
brake unit 30 ao to adjust the braking force of the supply reel brake unit; 

a first take-up reel brake unit and a second take-up reel brake unit for supplying a 
braking force to the take-up reel by selectively bringing one terminals of the first and second 
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take-up reel brake units into close contact with the take-up reel in accordance with the amounts 
of the tape wound on the supply reel and the take-up reel; and 

a function plate provided with cams for operating the supply reel brake unit, the 
3pring lever, and the first and second take-up reel brake units. 

24. (Original) The reel brake mechanism in a magnetic tape recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 23, wherein the braking force of the second take-up 
reel brake unit is smaller than the braking force of the supply reel brake unit applied to the 
supply reel in the FF or REW mode and the same as or larger than the braking force of the first 
take-up reel brake unit, and the total sum of the braking forces of the first and second take-up 
reel brake units is larger than the braking force of the supply reel brake unit in the REW mode. 

25. (Original) The reel brake mechanism in a magnetic tape recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 23, wherein the larger force of the two braking forces 
respectively applied to the supply reel and the take-up reel is applied to either reel with a 
relatively larger amount of the tape wound thereon. 

26. (Original) The reel brake mechanism in a magnetic tape recording and/or 
reproducing apparatus as set forth in claim 25, wherein the supply reel brake unit is a tension 
band wound on the outer circumference of the supply reel at a designated length, both terminals 
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of the tension band are connected to a tension arm, and the tension arm is rotated by a tension 
lever driven by the cams of the function plate and achieves a braking motion of the tension 
band. 



27. (Original) A reel brake method used in a reel brake mechanism in which a tape 
cassette containing a tape is mounted on a supply reel and a take-up reel installed on a main 
chassis, the tape is run by a driving force of a driving source, a supply reel brake unit applies a 
braking force to the supply reel, and first and second take-up reel brake units apply a braking 
force to the take-up reel, 

wherein the larger force of the two braking forces respectively applied to the 
supply reel and the take-up reel is applied to either reel with a relatively larger inertial force in 
accordance to the amounts of the tape wound on two reels. 

28. (Original) The reel brake method as set forth in claim 27, wherein the braking 
force of the supply reel brake unit applied to the supply reel is larger than the braking force of 
the second take-up reel brake unit, the braking force of the second take-up reel brake unit is the 
same as or larger than the braking force of the first take-up reel brake unit, and the total sum of 
the braking forces of the first and second take-up reel brake units is larger than the braking force 
of the supply reel brake unit. 
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29. (New) The reel brake mechanism of claim 23, further comprising a spring lever 
for selectively changing an elastic force applied to the supply reel brake unit so as to adjust the 
braking force of the supply reel brake unit. 
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